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;nciples an Pradiices _ this Dij- 
ec r'd, are unverſally Con- 

, = 4th Beſt and Wiſef? en in all 
Ng. beanrg nf $0\Good \Sence, as they 
6 | \ or boewever: Shifting and 
Boablin g, in Matters of phe Taff Ivforraie, 
have been Diſguis'd and Set off, under the Spe- 
cious Character of a Trimmer; a5 if He that 
Was 0n neither Sde, was the Sere# Friend ts 
the- Right®* Ter your Unſbaken Loyalty to your 
Prince, our Mo$. Excellent QUEEN, and Con- 
ftant Teal for the Church of England, for 2which 
you are ſo Eminent ; is now a Living, and ever 
will be an Undeniable Teftimony ; that Gentlemen 
of the 16 BesI.C CharaRters, Eſtates, and Families, car 
| _ wever 
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Gentlemen! 


Fhe' Honour you have done this Diſtotirſs' in Re- 
gueSting its Publication, laid me-under: a Ne- 
ce//ity of doing One of thoſe Two things, to which 
1 ſolemnly prote, I have the Utmo$t- Avor/an ; 
either of Appearing ir Print. ; or "Difodliti5 
maxy Great and Horthy Perſons: 
had a ltttle\ Conſider d the Matter ; 1 prey 
ws That: Tcou'd: not hk rl Sven 
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For ehoss Heart was not Right with him, 
neither were they Sedfaft i in his Covenant. 


) this Plalm ws have an Seronat of an Obſtinate, Im- 
bY ane figrateful Nation.” A Nation rais'd up and 
cles, tho* never Reclaim'd or Better'd 
c) iy heed! & "Reciches Mercies nor Judgments cou'd brin 
toR ce; Bleſſings and Deliverances ſerv" 
but to increaſe their Eicentiouſneſs; and all the Wonders God 
had for their the deſperately improv*d into ſo many 
Arguments for their Infidelity. Thus with great Impatience 
Ingratitude they Tmpiouſly Expoſtulate wh Meſes, imme- 
diately after that Coaſurniate and Heart-piercing Miracle, of 
Slaying all the Firſt-born, Exod. XIV. 11. Becauſe there were no 
Graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to Die in the Wilderneſs : 
wherefore haft thos dealt thus with ws, to carry as forth out of Egypt ? 
And again, at the 2och Verſe of this Plalm, He ſmote the tony 
Rock, that the Waters guſb'd out, and the Streams flow'd withal - 
But tho" the Miracle was fo ſenſible, and the Evidence of God's 
Almighty Power fo Ghring, yet it cou'd not pierce their ſtony 
Hearts; for they =_ ; Can be give Bread alſo? Can he provide 
Fleſb for bis People ? © And notwithſtanding all the Miracles he 


had wrought- before their- Eyes | in 1 Eegpe ; - and, which was the + 
greatel 


greateſt of all, Com unpleared th their Del Deliverance, by the Ruin anc _ 
' DeſtruQion of a moſt Powerful aad Inſolent Tyrafit ; Tet for hp 


* Pſ.78. 17. this they Sinned more 44infhim, bt Troceliggthy wes 
E the Wiklerweſt. - 
| os  deocies and Delivernnces had k 3. upon Ed, 
God, by a ye & greater a of his-Mecey, was reſoly'd to 
try chem by A rubbing oF fo beg pw over into the —_ 
of their Enemies, E & an 
Monet :their Oppreffors; Bf MR ns Ee. Com- 
DER Waſted 'em with Famine, and wy hn mc to ſee if Ca- 
lamitics wou'd reduce 'em to Conſideration, melt their Harden'd 


_ Hearts, and bring them to a Sen ale . #. eip I titude and Pro- 
vocations. Now. this Vidthiad i þ fir bpo 


k iſe or A cl eibon if Hoomilia: 
maRe 6 ton t - Guile or JVI oo call, O uUMIila- 
'v. 34, 35- tioN pon 7 EAVES , thew- dbey Lic; 
him, and cad; wane cxrty wan 
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it was FO Han, 'Biaſs and Di pat gh Ang wm 
. Tnclinations. were not towards God,. but rooted and fixt on this 
World : and this was the. canſe of their ſo frequent Backſliding 
and Apotincy.. \ They wou'd Fain, have Divided . between: the 
True Religion, and. Idalatry.; have. Reconcil'd with Co- 
weep ; and a. en Calf with the. Holy "One. © ral ; and 
_ therefore, as ir tows, They were not fre of: aft in his Covenant. 
They frequeatly Tranſgreſs'd his Laws, eſpecially thoſe againſt 
Idolatry, which by the Covenant made wich their Fore-fathers, 
they were down to. pln open Words repreſeat to us the 
Nature, and Evi lEffe ar Miſchiefs of } the Mocoey.0s of 
it.1n theſe Words, in Lie as ws not x4 lk - Or, as the 
Old Tranſlation well expreſſes it, was nos whole with him. The 
" Milchicfs 
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Miſchiefs in thoſe that follow ;- Neither were they ſtedfaft in his Co- 
venant.' The One implies a Vice'or corrupt Habit of the Mind: 
the Other/ imports the Exerciſe of it-in our Lives and AQions. 
In ſpeaking therefore to this SubjeQ, I ſhall 


Freſh Give you-an Atcount of the. Nature of AHypocriſy in 
- Eeneral.. - ' © © © CL ISDYEY MED 70! EF) 
'* Secondly, 1 ſhall propoſe ſome Taſtances,' whereby we may 
FE vans; Mr oon or Woful Effe&s of it. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall offer ſome Motives to Perſwade us to an 
Opeo, Free, and Undiſguis'd: Behaviour, eſpecially in Mat- 
ters of: Religion. - - FS EY 


1 hor I'm to give an Account of the Nature of Hypocriſy 
iN Fab. ITT: ; 
Now Diffimulation, with reſpe& to Religion, has almoſt en- 
tirely engroſs'd the Name of Fypoeriſp; ſo that whenever we 
hear: the Word :Adypocrite, we generally underſtand One, that 
Difſembles with God-and Religion. He that Prevaricates with 
Men, : is ſtiled a Flatterer, a Paraſite, or a Difſembler: But he 
that Diſguiſes himſelf before God Almighty, and endeavours to 
_ otherwiſe than he really is; ſuch a One, in a peculiar, 
d the moſt opprobrious Sence, is call'd -an Fypoerite. Now 
Hypocriſy,.1n this ſenco, is a Vice, which our Lord 'has not only 
Loaded with the moſt bitrer and ſevereſt Exprefſions.-of his Ha- 
tred' and Tndignation ; but has affign'd it a worſe Place, and 
higher degrees of Puniſhment, than he has allotted to any other 
Sins. So that when he wou'd repreſent the Puniſhment of the 
Greateſt and moſt Defperate Villany in any Perſon, he tells us, 
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thit He ſhell have his portion with the Hypocrites and Unbelievers, yas. | 


there (balt be Weeping and Gnaſbing of Teeth. But I need not uſe 5: 
many words ow how Cd noiſy is in the Sight of 
God, in'order. to render it more Diſpleafing to Men. For tho" 
Inſincerity,- Flattery, and Diffimulation, have gain'd ſuch an 
univerſal Reputation, as to become the moſt Faſhionable Ac- 
compliſhments of - the Age ; yet' the World has generally given 
its Suffrage againſt Hypocriſy, as the Baſeſt, moſt Uamanly, _ 
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moſt Deteftable of all Vices. And we ſhall 'ſaon ive'thar 
it is ſo, if we conſider a little the Nature of it... Now tha Na- 
ture of it is fully compriz'd in theſe Two Poſitions, :whict» the 
different Tranſlations afford us: I 

Firft, That their Heart was not Right with God. 

Secondly, That it was not Whole with him. ., For. in both 
theſe Caſes a Man is Guilty of Fpocriſy : either when his Heart 
is not Right towards God, or whea it is not Whole with -him ; 
when he has ſet his AﬀeQtions on any thing beſides him; or. ad- 
mits an-inferior Obje& to a Share of them.  ' + 

Firſt, A Man is Guilty of jſp, when his Heart is not 
Right with God: When his AﬀeQtions and Inclinations:are 
under a Biaſs and DireQion ite to him; which is very ap- 
rolicely expreſs'd by the Prophet 1/ai«b,, Chap. 29. v.13. Thes 
People draw near me with their Month, and with their Lips do they. 
honony me, but have remov' d" their Heart far from me; and by 
Exckiel, Ch.3 3. v.31. For with their Month they ſbew much Love, 
betitheir Heart goes after Covetouſacſs, If the Streamrof a Man's 
AﬀeQions is bent towards inferior Obje&s; if: be: can Love, 
Deſire, or, Enjoy, nothing but corporeal and ſenſible Good ;_ tho? 
at the ſame time he approaches God as his only Happineſs ; if 
his Treaſure and his Heart are in the Earth, when he lifts up 
his Hands and Eyes to Heaven ; then belongs to him that In- 
famous CharaQer, which the Pſalmiſt fixes on the Fews;. viz. 
That their Heart was not Right with him. Now Hypocriſy in this 
ſence, as it imports an Alienation of the Soul from God, diſpoſes 
a Man either to Infidelity, or Idolatry ; either entirely to Forget 
the Creator, or to Worſhip and Serve the Creature above him, 
This is a Diſeaſe that fo firongly infeQed.the 1/ree/ites, and 
was the Cauſe of their great Incoaltancy and frequent DefeQiion, 
as *tis fully related in this Pſalm.” But a Man is Guilty .of Hy- 
poeriſy, when in the 

Second Place, His Heart is not whole with God, when he per- 
mMits any. thing beſides to have a Share of it. Such a One di- 
reQs his Aims two ways, and is divided betwixt-God, and this 
World. He profeſſes 'an. ardent Deſire of. Heaven and Happi- 
"neſs, but is nor. willing -to part with his ne BanoFanenes, 

| © 
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| He, beſeeches God to grant him Spiritual, but not as inconſiftene 
with; Temporal, Bleſſings. The 7/raclitesi were pleas'd well 
h. to hear of the Milk and Honey of the Promis'd Land ; 
but thea they cou'd not but remember the Fleſh-pots, the 
Onions, and Garlick of Egype. Now Hypecrites in both-theſe 
caſes, muſt be under the higtieft degree of. Faſcination. The 
One, to think that a God of Infinite Knowledge, Wiſdom, and - 
Holineſs, can take delight ina bare Outſide, Corporeal Service ;- 
that he can be pleas'd with the labour of the Lips, and liftingup 
of the Hands, whilſt the Heart is Offer'd up art another Altar. 
No; ſuch a Formal, Lifeleſs Oblation, will no more be Accepted 
by him, than a: Sacrifice without a Heart, which he has pro- 
nounc'd Abominable in his fight. Nor is the Other leſs Ablurd 
and Impious, to ſuppoſe that the Lord of Heaven and'Earth 
will Divide with his Creatures, and be a Sharer only in the 
Hearts and. AﬀeCtions of thoſe that entirely belong to him. Ab- 
ſurd it is,. in the higheſt degree, to imagine that he will Coma 
nd for a Part,. where the Whole is ſo juſtly due: and no leſs 
mn alſo, to endeavour to Defraud and Impoſe upon him,. 
Who ſearches the Heart, and tries the Reins, and will render to every. 
Max according to bis Work. And yet as Abſurd and Impious as 
it is, this is truly the caſe of the Hypocrite; either. his Heart is 
not Right, or Whole, with God : his AﬀeQions are either in the. 
Whole, or in Part, Devoted to:another ObjeA, Direfted to ano» 
ther Happineſs, his. Aims and Endeavours tend to a different 
Point. Thus is it with'thoſe who Serve God, for the fake of 
Maemmons ; and pay Attendance at his Altar, only to- get by it:- 
In like manner; Ambition makes Men Liberal. and Popular ; 
Avarice, Temperate and Parſimonious;. Vain-Glory, Hoſpitable 
and Beneficent. So that Hypocriſy, you perceive, is the Reverfa 
and Oppoſite of Truth, and.Siacerity : For as Sincerity. is the- 
Life, the Subſfance, and: Reality of Religion and Vertue.;. Hz» 
pocriſy deſtroys the very Being and Eſſence of both. Ic is-a 
Canker that Eats thro' the Heart of all Vertues, and reduces alb 
Religion to a meer, inſignificant Phantom. . It's like a Corrupt 
Humour:io the. Body,::that nor only changes all the.reſt into'its 
_ own CompleQtion, but continually Preys upon and Exhauſts.'ems 
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So that its malign Influence reaches as far as Vertue it ſelf, and 
ftrikesar- che very Root and Foundation of it. - We muſt there- 
fore run thro” the whole Catalogue of Vertues, -if we wou'd - 
view it in all.its Shapes and-Colours, and form a comprehenſive 
Idea of it. But this is a SubjeQ too great for the Limits of this 
Diſcourſe. However, that we may have yet a more diſtiot 
and clear Conception of it, let us-con(ider it, not enly in the 
general Tea or Habit ; but alſo in the Exerciſe and EffeQss of ir 1 
Let us view it in the ſeveral Examples thatpreſent themſelves 
toour Daily Obſervation; which was the Second Thing I pro- 
pos'd to Diſcourſe of, vis. - 2. ET RE 


+ . LL. Secondly, To propoſe ſorne'Faſtances whereby we may 
Diſcover the Notorious and Woful EffeQs of it; - - 


- IT. The Firſt Inſtance of Hypocriy as too Notorious in the 
World, isin thoſe, who Change their Religion with the Times, 
and will be Sure tobe of that which is Uppermoſt; who always 
fall in with a Majority, and follow the Mulricude to:the Houſe 
of God. | 'Theſe Men meafure Truth by Numbers ; and take 
the Voice of the People, than which nothing-is generally more 
I for _ Oracle - God. A | nada % 
us is certainly a Grand piece © 5/5, to play thus fai 
and-Jooſe with Religion ; edmake hk. king-Horfe co-our 
Iatereſt ; and to Court it under all the'Differing'and Wretched 
Shapes, that the Wild and Unaccountable Humour'of a Swcceſ5- 
ful Faftion ſhall Dreſs it up in. : ME. 

As if it were not -our Duty to be like God Himſelf, (as far as 
the Imperfetion of Human Nature will permit) who is as Im- 
 mutable in his Will, as He is in tis Nature. - 
- As if; He had not given us a'Ruleiof Faith, and ſerthed the 
Meaſures of our Duty; and the Holy Scriptures did not ſuffici- 
ently Inſtrutt us, in what we ought to Believe and Do, in order 
to our Eternal Salvation. | f. | 
. As if 'Fruth. was not, like the Author of it, always the ſame ; 
—— v4 Chang'd by the Intereſts and Humours of Sinful 
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 1,-oas if: God had not given us an Underſtanding; to Diſcern 
Txuth from Falſhood, and Reaſon to Guide us in the purſuit of 
it, when diſcover'd. | 
. And caa there now be a greater Inſtance of Inſincerity than 
this, to pretend to be like. unto God Himſelf, and to Imitate Him 
in this His moſt Glorious, D—_— not very improperly add, His 
moſt Eſſential -PerfeQtion,”, of Conſtancy and Immutability ; 
when it is out Daily, our Ucmoſt, Endeavour to Conform our 
ſelves tothe likeneſs of Men, in their moſt Degenerate and Re- 
proachful ImperfeQions, Mutability and [ncoaltancy ?. | 
. .Gan;there be a greater Inſtance of a-Corrupt. and. Deceitful 
Heact, -a; Falſe and: Hypocritical Profeflion, than to pretend to 
give. up our ſclves ,: to:be Guided by God's Holy Word, and the 
Influences of His Blefſed Spirit, when we never Comply with 
One, nor Conſult the Other ;; but found our Principles on our 
Tntereft, and meaſure the Goodneſs of them only by Succeſs? 
When'a Man conſiders hoe what is moſt Agreeable to. the'Word = 
of Ged, but what is moſt Plealing to Men, in the Buſinels' of 
his Profellion ;' when a'Man forſakes thoſe Fountains of Livin 
Water, thoſe Sacred Repolitories of all-ſaving Truth, thoſe 
Eternal Maxims of Good and Evil, thoſe Eftabliſh'd Rules of 
' Juſt and Unzjuſt, Honeſt and Diſhoneſt, for the Falſe, Uncer- 
tain, and Deceitful Meaſures of Worldly Policy and -Iotereſt. 
To proceed— | $2 
| Is it not a Notorious Inſtance of Inſincerity and Deceitfulneſs, 
. as well as a Reproachful Abuſe of Reaſon, to pretend to be Go- 
vern'd and DireQed by it, and yet Baſely and Shamefully ſub- 
mit'1t to the Humour, Caprice, and Giddineſs of a Parzy ? In- 
ftead of following the DiQates of Conſcience, .to be continually 
Dragg'd about whereſoever a Fa#ion ſhall lead us; to ſuffer our 
Reaſon to be Moulded and Turn'd into all Shapes by the Multi- 
tude ; to lay our ſelves open to all Impreſſions ; and Embrace 
That only for Truth, which is moſt in Faſhion, and in highelt 
Eſteem : And yet in the mean-time to make large Profeſſions of 
Conſcience and[Reafon in all our Proceedings? This, certainly, 
15 as Horrid an Abuſe of thoſe Sacred Names, as it 1s a Scant> 
dalous Inſtance of Hypocriſy. al 
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And ſoisit, Lefly, when'we make a ſhew of great Zeal and 
Love for Truth, and that we would never Deſert it, if we cou'd 
bur arrive to it: when at the ſame time, -we ſtand by it ao 
longer than it is able to Advance us; when we Embrace or For- 
fake it, as it riſes or falls in the Efteem of the World. Burlec 
fuch Men know, that 'Truth is of :a fixt and inflexible Nature ; 
it is -not to-be ty'd down to the ſordid Maxzims' of Great Stares- 
wen, Or-Crafty Politicians ; or Banded about to different Sides, as 
ehey chance to get the Better of each'other : And whoever is 
ready to Comply with every Set of Principles, as they come 'te. 
bein Yogue andRepute; and to fall in with the Stream 'where- 
foever it ſhall carry him, has no-more Tndifference in his Judg- 
ment than Sincerity in his Heart: whatſoever his Pretences may: 
be, he has no true Zeal or Concera for Truth; and is as far from 
2 ou _—_ Enquiry, as he is from a ſtedfaſt Adherence 

- 2. Secondly, Another Notorious Inſtance of Infincerity in 
Religious Matters, or Hypocriſy, is in Thoſe who openly Profeſs 
one Religion, and yet ſecretly Wiſh well to another; ' who own 
themſelves Members of the Charch of Exglend, and yet are-link'd 
in a Confederacy againft Her: who hold Conſtant Communion 
with Her, 'but keep a Clandeftine Correſpondenee with Her 
Enemies : who ſeem to like Her Conftiturion well enough, and 
yet give in tothe ſame Meaſures, which our moſt irreconcilable 
Adverſaries have made uſe of to Ruin Her. To make this Evi- 
dent by an Inſtance or two. Say 
Such are they who miſrepreſent the Terms of Communion 
between 'the Charch of England and the Presbyterians. They 

lledge, that the Difterence between Us and Them, is about 
Trivial, Indifferent Matters, in which the Eſſence and Vitals of 
Religion are no way concern'd. Now, with regard to the Ds/- 
fenters,We own that the Terms of Communion required of thern, 

- are about Small Inconſiderable Things ; and therefore, the 
kave bur a ſhort Step to make in order to an Accomodation with 
us. - For they do not deny the Lawfulneſs of Epiſcopecy , or a 
Form of Prayer : All the Quarrel is about a few Ceremonies, 

which they cannot but owa to be in their own Nature — | 
ive 
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five and Indifferent. But we greatly miſtake theſe Perſons, if we 
thus Underſtand 'em: *Tis the Church of England they aim at, 


_ when they ſay that the Difference is Small between Ir and 


Them: and that the Diſtance- is inconſiderable which Divides 
Us from Them. It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, if we meaſure it 
by the Lange theſe Men have gone, it is ſo : For there is no- 
thing Profeſs'd in our Church, except the Articles of Faith, 
which they look-upon to be Eſſential and Immutable. All be- 
fides, in their Opinion, are but the Circumſtantials of Reli- 

wn, which, by the Conſent of all Sides, may be Alter'd and 

boliſh'd at pleaſure. In Anſwer to which Suggeſtiqn we ſay ; 
that we have a Government in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, which 
is deriy'd fram Chriſt and His Apoſtles ; a Diſcipline Authoriz'd 
by the moſt Famous Councils and Churches in the World; a 
Liturgy truly Primitive, Rational, and Edifying : and theſe 
are not ſuch Swell Things, as may lightly be Sacrific'd to the 
Unreaſonable Humour-of thoſe who diſlike 'em. We moſt lay 


.a Great Streſs upon them, -as Things of the Utmoſt Importance 


* 


to the Being and Edification of the Church; and no Union or 
Peace-can be a ſufficient Compenſation for them. Let Us there- 
fore, in a word or two, ſee on what Terms we ſtand with our Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion. They have but 
a Little 'to yield Us, a few Innocent Ceremonies, which they 
can fever prove to be Unlawful : but We have a Great deal to 
Joſe to them, which they never can prove-not to be Neceſſary. It 
ts but a little way for Them to come over to Us: but We mult 
80 2 great way tocome to Them. They Eſteem Epiſcopacy not 
ro be Unlawful , and ſo may eaſily Comply with it: We think 
it Neceſlary.and Immutable, as of Divine Inſtitution, and can- 
not- therefore part with it. A Small ſhare of Temper and 
Modeftywou'd bring Them over to Us: but without the Vio- 
lation of our Qaths, Conſciences, and Truſts, We cannot come 
down to Them. And yet thoſe our Comprehenſive Friends wou'd 
Faſlinuate, 'by their way of ſtating 'the Terms of Communion, 


- that all Charity and Moderation lies 0n the fide of the Diſſenters ; 


© -and'that We, - not They, continue the Separation, by a Perverſe, 
- . ; Uarcaſonable- Adbercoce A es of no Momeat. 


4. 


Thus 
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Thus do They join with Our Enemies: alſo,;in- Diſputiog and 
Exploding the Ancient DoQriges of the Church, which have 


* been the Bulwarks, as *twere, not only toDiſtinguiſh bue Defend 


Us from Them ; the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy has been unque- 
ſtionably made out, and univerſally Aﬀerted by all Sound and Or- 
thodox Writers: not a Mediate Right,'as the Church of Rowe holds; 
aSif all the Authority of a B:/hop was deriv'd, immed/ately from the 
Pope: nor an Approving or Arbitrary Right, ſuch as makes the 
Authority Diſcretionary and Mutable; as ſome moderate Calvi- 
z»iſts atlow : but an Eſſential; Fundamental, Indefeafible Right; 
ſuch as is inwmedearely deriv'd from. our Lord Jeſus Chciſt,' the 
Head of the Church, the'Shepberd and Biſnop of vur Souls. And 
yet how often do we: hear this Do/rine-call'd-in Queſtion, and 
even given up by ſome Falſe Brethren? Fhey make it a matter 
Indifterent whether We have Epiſcopacy among us or no; denying 
thar ſuch a Pre-emineace of Authority, is atall. Neceſſary in the 
Charth of Chriſt ;-- atid, that 16iis therefore 4n;the Pawer of the 
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Civil Magiſtrate ro'Remove its. and Subſtiturq Precbytery, or any. , 


other Government, in the room of ig. 7 
This is a Poſition that has not-luck'd in-.Corrers or private 


 Cabals ; but has been opeoly and ayowedly Maintain'd-by Thoſe 


that are: not, bargly: Members of the. Chwch of England. For 


| what elfe can chey mean, when they Level and'Confaund-the 
Government: of the Church, with the Modes of-:Worſhipz Af- 
pr np. equally of them, that they are only the Circumftantials 
of Religion; and Blame Us therefore for being ſd Stiff .and- 
Zxalpus inthe Defence, of them? Sure we may lay aſide thoſe 


Small and Worthleſs Things; for the fake of Peace, Uaity and Cha-- 


xity-; and Perſons that are found to be of an-Unyielding Temper 
in theſe Points, are Branded with J»odiating Charadters;. an d' 


Charg'd with a Furious, Exterminating Zeal; and ever now.and 


then the. Romiſo Inquifition, and the Zyalots of Feruſalem are 


wtroduc'd to finiſh the CharaQer.. ; 


- | 063:3F-2:0 5531: O10 VY% :- 
: And now I. wauy'd fgin kgow what Our Adverfariesthemfelves. 


0 deſire more from theſe Men, had they entirely. Declarid-for- 


bew ? 'T heſe are the. Weapons which the-{touteſt Champions of 
the Diſſenters.have always. made uſe of euinlitie Chet $-huy 
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dis'd 
lies, Our Brethre: C63Hethem up 


sn-DacArginncnt hide uſc of by 'the'Dyſſerrers, againſt Our 
Confticuti p\vhich'thefe' Our Pretended Friends do not continu- 


to be perpetually -Galling-and Worrying Us in 
wittiitour Own Walls? And what the Con- 


befteckordamenpſt:ithe Cir tials or Modes of- Religion. 
Shall 'Werher rarely Surrender zhet which has ſuch -undeni- 
able Evidences of a'Divine- Appointment ; has been handed 
down tous, by aft uninterrupted Succeſſion from the very A- 
poſttes ; -and ſo- bravely Defended by the Greateſt Men in all 
Ages? Shall We,did T-ſay ? *Tis not in our Power todo it; it is 
God*s'own'Ordinance and-Inſtitution ; and We, who-are under 
the moſt Solemn Engagements,' to-Aﬀert and Maintain it, can- 
not-Deſert-it, -withour Perfidiouſneſs and Cowardice. . 

.- Pm aware, it may here be ſuggeſted, that this is in effeCt to 
Condemn : the Reformed Churches, which are not Govern'd 
by Biſhops; In Anfwer to which we-ſay ; that. Aﬀerting the 
Do&rines of. our Church, is not Condemning- thoſe who Differ 
from us. *' TheeCompilers of our Liturgy and Rubrick hold the 
Do&trine of Epiſcopacy, yet take not upon them to Condema 
thoſe Churches that want it. If it be ſaid, that this however 
' is to' Condemn them - by Implication and by Conſequence : [ 
anſwer ; We muſt not be afraid to Own and Profeſs the Articles 
of -our Faith, and the DoQrines of our Church , for fear of 
Difpleafing thoſe that Deny them. The Church indeed in 
Aﬀerting the DoQrine of Epiſcopacy , uſes - great Caution 
and Tenderneſs, leſt Foreign Churches ſhou'd be Offended at a 
peremptory and: fruitleſs Determination in the caſe: yet not- 
avit rag ſhe does Aſlert-it, and Maintain'that it is founded 
SotH 60» Scyiprure and —_— And if our- Church does 
TeaCh:add Defend-it;-why oo ng we? -We ought indeed 
"4 'Be to 
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leſs to Follow her in her Fidelity, and lamrgrig. 


Again ; Can we give up. our i greſexibes. a 
| grave, deceat, rational and ſpiritual:Wor _ >: which is fram'd 


io all Points after the Primitive Pattern, and is ſo- cnn 
ſuited to the Capacity and Edification of all. ſorts: of 
and which the Proteſtants Abroad ſo. much Admire, that they 
are about to introduce, it into their-own Churches ? Wou'd not 
our Coldneſs and DiſafeQion. be a Diſcouragement and Hinder- 

ance to ſo excellent a Work? Can we expeR that;other Churches 
ſhou'd Comply and Unite with us in ther, which: we. ſo little 
regard, .that we are ready to an with i os yl all Occaſions? .No- 
thiog can be more effeQual, under ay Dna our 
fd Diviſions at Home, than m_ AN with the 
Churches Abroad :: and nothing; will-ſo of y puta ſtop to 
the Approaches of ſuch a Bl as want of. Zeal and Con- 
ſtancy, in Maintaining that excellent. Form afWocks we wou'd 
Recommend, to them. -'Tis:ia. vain: 0 aſt be tg ll Reduce 


the Difſenters by Condeſcenſions : He mult be little a wed. 
For *cis. abundantly Evident from the beſt Accounts, andeven | 


with former-TranſaQions, that can entertain ſuch a 


our, own Obſervation, . that they. aim not. at. theSatisfaQion of 
their Scruples, - fo much as.Dowiniong and Quarrel not ſo much 
with your Coy 
any thing wil 
muſt be the Shame ot Scandal of Holding out, when ſo many 


Indifferent and Impartial: Enquirers- of their own. Perſwafion 
Abroad, are come oyer.to us.. What then .can thoſe:Men mean,” 
who are. ever for Giving, Cormpl ing, and Coadefcending to. 
the Diſſenters?- As.if our Conſtitution was ſo excellently fram'd, 


pnly to be Torn in ” gems and Retail'd to every importunate 
«4 4% that ſhou'd have. the. Confidence. to Demand a Share 
of it 


Does it-not rather. become them, who pretend to be Sound 


and Orthodox:Members.of the Church, faithfully to Adhere. to 
iz, and zealouſly Defead it? Impartially to enquire. into. ies 


aqfiractnn, as with your Revenzes. and Power, If 
bring chem to Conſideratien and their Duty, it. 
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to Imitate her in Temper and Candor ;; bur wears bound wo + oy 


$2 ama ig. order to fence the. Cavils, and ſuppreſs. = | 
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-” atleaſt; toſheow 'em, That the Goverameat:of: the: Church by 


_ theſake of 


wou'd probably have a berter E 
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Perverſc and Unreaſonable Men. © To endeavour 


2 is truly: Primitive, Apoſtolical and Divine: That its 


Liturgy.is agreeable in all Points to the moſt Ancient Forms ;: 


and that tho" it was never pretended to be entirely Perfe&, ſo 
as not*to be capable of Improvement in any Part of it: (And 
where was there ever any thing:purely Human: that was ſo? ) 
yet — yer] +> ſmall Im ions may, be: born-with, for 
nity;; Peace and Order; and. to prevent that Con» 
fuſion, and DiſtraQtion, that muſt neceſſarily ariſe from frequens 
Changes :. eſpecially when they are made upon. weak and un- 
certain Grounds ; brought about by unreaſonable' and. reſtleſs 
Importuaities;; and: when' Prejudice, Intereſt, and Ambition, . 
are the ficft Movers, 'and: chicfeſt Promoters of them. That 
*rwou'd be as Unreaſonable for every One to expe SatisfaQion,.. 
er to have every Thing ſuited to his own-Opinion, in the Eccle- 
cal.Conftitution,: as the Civils That ſeeming ImperfeCtions- 


fiaftic | 
muſt-necefſatily. be-bora in the Qne,. as welt as the Other : And: 


that therefore.continual Clamours for a Reformation, and Diſ- 
ſentions for the want of . it, are ſigns of a Seditious and Turbu-- 
lent Spirit z and as Dangerous to the Church, as they wou'd be 
.co the State. ::'That in the; Adminiſtration. of the Government, . 


and Affairs of the Church,. namely, Of its Rites, Orders, and. 


Ceremonies. a Private Man is ad.more: to Judge for himſelf, , 
than he is in the Adminiſtration of Civil Afﬀairs ; but muſt ac-- 
quieſce in the Wiſdom and Determination of his Superiors. In- 
Matters of Faith indeed a Man muſt Judge for himſelf, otherwiſe - 
bis Faith: cannot be. Reaſonable :: but *ris-not about theſe thar 


he Diſſewters Differ  with,.us: /but-ia Things relating to the : 


Good Government.of the Church, and the Decent and Orderly - 


Regulation of God's Worſhip.,. according to 'the Apoltolical : 


TajunQion ;. in theſe a Private Man is: bound, by the Laws. 


þ God, to Obey the. Commands, and Obſerve the Orders. of- his. 


'SUpenars.. W-3.-<H #7. © 4323316 $3 13.79 MTS. >: 26M 
.>:;Weu'd all Church-Men take fuch Methods as- theſe, inſtead * 
of Countenancing-and;: Complying with: 'our Adverſaries,.. it - 
fi upon them ; and contribute: 
MOTCG : 
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 Governmiono nan cmakerchonse Pit fackſturou'drodadags mare” *- 
tothe Feace: Honda and [HRepliſhmentofl the: Churehpgint® | .* 
prefarve Union" and:Charity: among, iour:Selies- und:thayuchat 
vtec horheartilyiconcerin'd to cheſe, - whilit-chey:Bodfeſs 
themſclres Members of ext hr bet" ar gs a | 
__.6ruv9,;itis botauſeithdy weally;Dyſcrre a Wiorke Narhe:£ wv 5150 47 
3} Bav there ivory cnortolingml ilemi ama} yiftif;tsd 220 
34 Third'forr of \fhpocrirer>bchiad 204 thoſe are: ſubl,>4s 
uponthe-proſpettofilniereſt beaduainage; ſwill Comply'with 
what themſelves (Condemns Obey: deny (our-Worſhip:;ro be 
Lawful, and-yer will :join-4rm xk bligheftiaQbiofoin) whena 
Place of Henourilor-Proficaages! emo Thy ;camiobſerye:h 
great deat of :Impurity;:aril mans > 9 nar wit are 
not in-the-leaft-afraid of DR einfeloes>with-ir, when the 
Splendor of a Good'and FrofixdbleBiace Recommends:ir;:! Now 
This/Fi><oricinginthefrimitive:Finies,zxvonldhavebdca Con. 
goemr'dfordownrighr Zocor; mid PuniſhUiudcly: thedeverett 
C6nfares./:Bur our-Refin'd;'and Sanfiily'd ageavitibjproimenis 
, allow of: fuctf a: Bard Term; 'i Nay, ſome: wiltfaveiicito boa 
Vertit-; as proceeding from:x Largenef5" of: Soul; agd:Freedorh 
of: Thooght; und-thar ſuch: a*#\Vien has. a Greer and: Corpre- 
ufoe 


hinfee Chirity;:! Yes itdeedobes has; Grear:andiC awprehe 
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to.bimſelf, that rodaieichers wasiBurglary: of Felony.:”>I5:not 
he; that; holds, ang: publiſhes Palſe Dott trines an; Heretich? Oc, 
that Divides from-a Church, with which he may lawfully. Com- 
municate, a Schiſavatick },; Becauſe he does not think the One. is 
Fart 5. and the ;Other :Schifm?- If .a Man is Conſcious.ta him+ 
Teif,that Coy! oſs js not Idolatry ; is iti nar therefore Idola- 
try ?... Will Meg+s\Opinians'alter the Natures: of Things 52nd: 
make that not-to be a .Vice-or a Vertue which:is ſo-? The Truth 
an't'is;. An Error in the Judgment will never change the Nature 
of .any Habit op. AQtion;. but that which is Vicious will be fo 
ſill, notwithſtanding a contrary Opinion: tho'-if the Error be 
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\. [have hitherto, ſuppos'd! that All:Diſſerrers look ovpon the 
Worſhip of .Ged,..as -PraQtic'd in our Church, to 'be Ualawiul, 
as being, Clogg'd and Deprav'd: with Popiſh Ceremonies and 
Superſtizion;-; This they continually. Complain of, and: think 
d: to. Separate from us, till we Reform and 

Modelvm Licurgy,jafter thePurity aod Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
Bur-ſpmeot :em, of late; have diſcover'd a Secret, 'never ſq much- 
as.Dreamy of by their Fore-fathers ; by vertue of which, they 
can Reconcile their Conſcience: to their Interefft. And that is, by 
a ag rg ie ma yo ge Aro , For Ne 
11d... the QccoflonatConfarmiſt does not thick Communion: with: 
us | aha to be De, Why does he net then.Conform: 
«lwaxs,: ſince- he's Commanded:fo-to do by a Lawſul Authorty, 
zhich he's bound: in. Conſciehce to Obey, in Lawful things ® 
Na,;. 0. Conform, 4{mays, or Statedly, is a Sin, tho? to-do it 
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| being Chaney; - it follows, That Nike Ges; ia a leſs Pare 
way, -when a'better may be had, muſt be Unlewful ; | becauſe 
is always our Duty to-Offer unto God, 'the Beſt and-mofk Rea- 
fonable Sacrifice. We muſt not Pretend,” zecording to- the fore- 
faid Principle, to Offer any thing, "which we thin hy be Leſs 
acceptable- tohim;' becauſe "always re and 'expelts 
the Beſt of our Services. And therefore if''s Forw of Prajer, 
Inſtance, be not ſo acceptable-to God, as'a Conceiv''d' or Exrem® 
| One, we maſt not, for that reaſon, Preſume to Addreſs 
our ſelves to him in the former ; becauſe we mult ndt,' at any 
_ take upon us to” Worſhi God' in - way,” which our Com 
etells us is not ſo Agreeable to him; | 
I think iris by chis'rime pretty Evident; edue the Octfobel 
Communicant aQts againſt his Fudzwent or Conſcience,” whether 
he Believes our Worſhip tobe alaful, or not. For, if tic Be- 
lieves it tobe Unlawful, and yes joins in it; the Marter is outiof 
te: And if he Belicvesiit to be Lawful, but leſs Pure ;' he: 
aQs againſt his Conſcience in Conforming: becauſe, tho" it be 
Tawful initfelf; yet as 'to #3w it is Unlawfal, who Believes it 
Hot tobe fo Pure, nor ſo Agrecable to the Word of God," as Ano- 
ther way :' For, according to his Princi iple before laid down, it 
is Unlawful, and therefore againſt One's Conſciexce, Edt 
bm Ps that way, which is: ls Pure; und  confequently 


cn to him. 
he that aQs againſt his Conſelewee? in Matters6F Religion, 
for the ſake of Gain. - He that Tooks Two ways, and Divides 
 betwixt God and this World, and dares Aﬀeont the One to be 
anTntereſt in the Other; that Doubles and terre AIR: 
Daty and his Conſtiexce;/ if ſuch a-One be:not at Fypoeri 
the Name a meer empty Sound, and there is no- Tuch [och whtoges 
hypocriſy in the World: 

And here perhaps it may be expeQted I ſliou'd inake ſome 
Sbjct? for not Speaking to ths Occaſion ; or at leaſt forer 1 

to ſay ſomethiog to it. AM that ſhalloffer in Bicule 

is; That Topicks'of chis'Natuie are foCottim6n; thd fo well 
Underſtood, that they are now becometefs Needful:”* That the = 
Corruptions here Complain'd of are fo Pernicious and Þ Spread :, 
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"2 FEI. I a wonder what a Baſe and Ungenerous thing 


poeriſy is. It is beneath a Man of Honour and Integrity to 
be always Shifting, and Doubling, and Fitting up himſelf for 
the Humours of all Companies, and the Intereſts and Deſigns 
of every Party. A Good and Honeſt Man will be «43s, and 
m af Places, the Sawe - Vice, Deformity, and Corruption, are- 
forc'd to betake themſelves to Diſguiſes and Falſe Colours, leſt 
. they ſhou'd become the Contempt and Hatred of the World. 

How little, how contemptible a Notion have the Generality of 
Mankind for ſuch a One, who dares not tell the Truth and: 
Abide by it * Who is Afraid to Diſcover his Principles, or his- 
Religion, whea they are openly attack'd, and almoſt run down,. 
by a Powerful FaQtion? Who can Quit them, with his Honour,. 
and all his Obligations, to ſerve a preſent Turn, or 0 the 
Favour of a prevailing Party * Nay, He is generally fo Deſpi-- 
cable, that He is ſeldom in any Truſt or Confidence with zhexv, . 
he becomes a Profelyte ro: To-Conclude— 


bring ti emall goa Strict and Impartial Fudgment before Men 


and =Lgt us uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to Underſtand: 
our Rehigipty. and our Principles; and-then as we have any Re- 


negrity, Honour, and.the Truth we Profeſs, lev 
econttantly Own and Avow them ; Reſolucely and? 
Sedfaſtly Maintain them; without Wavering ; without Dif-- 
guiſing, or Changing them, to our Live's end. | 
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Page 7. line 20. read All faving. P, g. 1. 6. r. Lengths. P. 15: 1. 33.r. Reaſoning. 
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